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JHRC Commission Meeting

Thursday, July 21, 2011

12:08 p.m.

Meeting Minutes

	Commissioners Present:
	William “Casey” Bulgin

Isabelle Lopez

Yvonne McClain

Kenneth “Ken Middleton

Daniel “Dan” O’Connor

Michele L. A. Rollins

Maria Taylor

Michael Wachholz

Dennis Wade

Dottie Wilson

	Commissioners Absent:
	Parvez Ahmed
Cristina “Tina” Comstock

Leonardo del Rosario

Dane Grey

Susan Harthill

Cindy Watson

Alvin White

	Staff Present:
	Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director
Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director

Wayne McGovern, EO/EA Specialist

Roberto Ortiz, Sr. EO Specialist 
Michael Wedner, Deputy Counsel


I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 12:08 p.m. by Commissioner Michael Wachholz, Chair.

II. Moment of Silence


III. Pledge of Allegiance
IV. Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Dan O’Connor to approve the June 14, 2011 minutes and was seconded by Commissioner Ken Middleton.  The motion passed unanimously.
V. Old Business
None.
VI. New Business
(New business was discussed under Committee Reports.)


Committee Reports

A. Community Relations Committee
Commissioner Wade reported on his visit with Sheriff John Rutherford and asked Ms. Hill to share information about two proposals for consideration by the Commission.

1. 10th Anniversary – 9/11 Observance
Ms. Hill stated the Community Relations Committee is proposing that the Commission sponsor an event in observance of the 10th Anniversary of 9/11 (handout provided.)  Commissioner Parvez Ahmed has agreed to chair the planning committee for the event.  The targeted date is Thursday, September 8, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and will be held at either the Terry Theatre or The Landing.  The suggested theme is “Moving Towards Hope and Compassion.”  WJCT will possibly have a live broadcast of the event.  A request has been made for Mayor Brown to speak, along with reflections from individuals who were personally impacted by 9/11, i.e. firefighters, JSO officers, etc. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Isabelle Lopez and seconded by Commissioner Michele Rollins for the JHRC to sponsor the 9/11 Observance.  The motion passed unanimously.

2. Hate Crimes Coalition
Ms. Hill stated the Building Cultural Competence training, sponsored in conjunction with the U.S. Attorney’s Office of the Middle District of Florida and the Community Relations Service was well attended with representatives from the Sheriff’s Office, JFRD, FBI, FDLE, Boarder Patrol, etc.  The JHRC has been asked to convene interested persons in re-establishing a Hate Crimes Coalition.  Several individuals who attended the workshop signed up to participate in the Hate Crimes Coalition.  There was consensus that the Commission should moved forward with this endeavor.


B. Communications Committee
Commissioner Michele Rollins reported that the annual visits with City Council members will be set up over the next six weeks.  The initial visits will be with members of the Finance Committee.  The list was circulated so each Commissioner could sign up to assist with the visits.  

C. Employment
Commissioner Yvonne McClain gave the report in the absence of Commissioner Watson.  The Employment Committee will be meeting with various entities within Duval County to hear their thoughts on employment barriers within their own organization.  The committee will meet with the JTA on September 6, 2011.

D. Housing and Public Accommodations

Commissioner Dan O’Connor, Committee Chair, shared that Commissioner Lopez will serve as the vice-chair for the committee.  The committee is working on a mission statement for the visitability project; Commissioner Susan Harthill has provided a draft which will be reviewed at the next meeting.  The committee will be meeting with representatives from NEFBA, and the Planning Department to talk about the impact on developers and the approval process if a Visitability ordinance was added to the City of Jacksonville’s Municipal Code.  Commissioner Lopez will draft questions for this meeting.

1. New date and time – The committee has changed its meeting date and time to the second Thursday of each month at 9:30 a.m.

VII. Executive Director’s Staff Report
Ms. Hill reported that the Making the Case: A Dialogue for Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in the Workplace was another successful program held on July 14th.  Over 100 people representing local employers attended.  One of the speakers was Neil Romano, former Assistant Secretary of Labor for Employment Disabilities in the Workplace, who worked in President George W. Bush’s administration.  The luncheon portion of the day was sponsored by Brooks Rehabilitation. 

Ms. Hill also shared that it’s budget time and the Finance Committee will consider the JHRC budget on August 11, 2011 (based on the schedule it may occur around 2:30 p.m.)
  
VIII. Chair’s Report/Comments
Commissioner Wachholz encouraged the Commissioners, who can, to attend the budget hearing on August 11, 2011.  He also shared that the Resolution regarding the reappointment of the Executive Director had been forwarded to Rep. Mia Jones, Special Assistant to the Mayor and Director of Boards and Commission.

IX. Announcements
August 1, 2011   @ 10:30 a.m. – Community Relations Committee
August 2, 2011   @   9:30 a.m. – Employment Committee
August 4, 2011   @   3:30 p.m. – Communications Committee
August 9, 2011   @ 11:15 a.m. – Executive Committee
August 9, 2011   @         Noon – Commission Meeting
August 11, 2011 @   9:30 a.m. – Housing and Public Accommodations Committee

X. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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