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JACKSONVILLE

HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION





Jacksonville Human Rights Commission Meeting

Tuesday, January 12, 2010
Minutes
Commissioners Present:  William Bulgin, Dr. James Crooks, Dr. Leonardo del Rosario, Christopher Hazelip, Esq., Isabelle Lopez, Esq., Ken Middleton, Daniel O’Connor, Maria Taylor, Michael Wachholz, Esq., Dennis Wade, Cindy Watson, Dottie Wilson

Commissioners Absent (Excused):  Cristina Comstock, C. Peter Goplerud III, Esq., Yvonne McClain, Nathaniel Scott, Jr., Dr. Alvin White

Staff Present:

Joan Dolbear, Executive Secretary

Anthony Butler, Education and Outreach Manager

Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director

Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director

Wayne McGovern, EO/EA Specialist

Roberto Ortiz, Housing and Public Accommodations Sr. Specialist

Michael Wedner, Esq., Assistant General Counsel

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Michael Wachholz, Chair, at 12:05 p.m.


II. Moment of Silence

III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Hazelip and seconded by Commissioner Crooks to approve the minutes of 12/8/09.  The motion passed unanimously.

V. Old Business

VI. New Business
A. Upcoming Events
i.
Post Racial America:  Are You Kidding Me?

Dr. Andrew Manis, Associate Professor, Macon State


College

Anthony Butler, Education and Community Outreach

Manager, announced the Study Circles Kick-off Initiative



will take place on 2/18/10 at WJCT.  The reception will start

at 6 p.m. and the program will begin at 7 p.m.  Please

RSVP to 630-4620 or www.jhrcrsvp@coj.net.

ii.
Place Matters…is inequality making us sick?

Anthony Butler, Manager of Education and Community 
Outreach, reminded the Commissioners of the Dialogue to 
Action Forum
 scheduled for 1/21/10 at 5:45 p.m.  The 
program will be held at The Ritz Theatre.


Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, stated that the goal

of the action forum is that “Neighborhoods are places 
where families of all racial backgrounds are able to live and 
prosper in a safe, healthy, and appealing environment with 
access to foods, resources and activities that promote 
healthy outcomes.”  The concentration will be on

environment, nutrition, safety, economics, and education.
VII. Committee Reports

A. Legislative & Rules


Michael Wachholz, Committee Chair, stated that the Committee

would invite Leon Russell, Human Rights/EEO Officer for Pinellas

County, to speak at the next committee meeting and attend the

full Commission Meeting on 2/9/10.

A motion was made by Chair Wachholz for the General Counsel to draft language regarding pregnancy discrimination and also t Fair Housing ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Crooks and passed unanimously.

Chair Wachholz resign as Chair of the Legislative and Rules

Committee.  Commissioner Bulgin has agreed to be Chair and
Commissioner Wilson has agreed to be Vice Chair of the Committee.


B. Housing and Public Accommodations
Roberto Ortiz, Senior Equal Opportunity Specialist, reported that the

Housing Committee met on 1/6/10.  Fair Housing training was 
completed.  In 2010, the Committee will review Condominium Laws

and research the visitability concept that some communities have

initiated.
C.
Communications Committee

Commissioner Crooks, Committee Chair, stated that the Committee agreed that the goal of the Committee is to raise 

visibility of the JHRC, especially to the City Council.  A suggestion

is to send out JHRC news E-blasts in small segments to people in the community (School Board, Chamber of Commerce, Mayor’s Office, City Council, non-profit organizations, etc.) regarding JHRC’s outreach programs, statistics, etc.


VIII. Executive Director’s & Staff Reports
The Everyday Democracy grant was approved and the money has been
accounted for.  A final report will be written and sent to Every Day

Democracy.


Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director, stated that 64 investigations have
been completed so far this year. 

IX.  Chair’s Report
A. Executive Committee
Michael Wachholz, Chair, stated that the Executive Committee

discussed having an orientation for new commissioners.  Charlene 
Taylor Hill, Executive Director, has agreed to conduct the 
orientation.  This training would be in addition to new 
commissioners attending the first Executive Committee Meeting on 
the day of their first Commission Meeting.


Chair Wachholz announced that there would not be a Human
Rights Day program this year due to limited financial resources and time.
X. Announcements


A.
Commission Meeting:  February 9, 2010 @12 Noon

B.
Employment Committee Meeting – 1/22/10 @ 10 a.m.

C.
Communications Committee Meeting – 2/4/10 @ 3 p.m.


D.
Housing and Public Accommodations Meeting – 2/3/10 @ 3p.m.


XI. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 12:54 p.m.
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