[image: image1.jpg])U
O

JACKSONVILLE

HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION






JHRC COMMISSION MEETING

Minutes

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

12:00 p.m.
	Commissioners Present:
	Parvez Ahmed, Ph.D.

William “Casey” Bulgin

Cristina “Tina”Comstock
 Leonard del Rosario, M.D.

Dane Grey

Isabelle Lopez, Esq.

Kenneth “Ken” Middleton

Yvonne Mc Clain
	Daniel “Dan” O’Connor

Michele L. A. Rollins, Esq.
Michael Wachholz

Dennis Wade



	Commissioners Absent:
	Susan Harthill, Esq.
Maria Taylor
Cynthia “Cindy” Watson

Alvin G. White, Ph.D.

Dottie Wilson

	Staff Present:
	Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director

Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director

Mike Wedner, Esq., Deputy General Counsel
Lisa Stafslien, Community Outreach & Study Circles

Wayne McGovern, EO/EA Investigator
Joan Dolbear, Executive Secretary


I.   Call to Order
Commissioner Michael Wachholz, Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 
II.   Moment of Silence

III.   Pledge of  Allegiance

IV.   Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Isabelle Lopez and seconded by Commissioner Michele L. A. Rollins to approve the minutes from the May 10, 2011 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.

V. Visitors from University of North Florida (UNF)
Several doctoral candidates from UNF attended the meeting.  They have asked the JHRC to participate in a project to conduct a study on the Commission.  The Chair selected five (5) Commissioners to be interviewed:  Commissioner Rollins, Ahmed, Watson, Lopez and Wachholz.  The group will arrange appointments with the Commissioners after the Commission meeting.
VI.   Old Business
There was no new business discussed.





VII. New Business
A. Resolution Draft
Commissioner Michael Wachholz stated he would like to submit a resolution to support Executive Director Charlene Taylor Hill in her reappointment to her position under the new mayoral administration.  A motion was made by Commissioner Dan O’Connor, seconded by Commissioner Parvez Ahmed and passed unanimously.  Commissioner Wachholz will draft a resolution on behalf of the Commission for the Commissioners to review.

B. Scheduling of Committee Meetings or Related Events
Commissioner Wachholz reviewed the memorandum regarding the 
“Scheduling of Committee Meetings or Related Events.”  The purpose of the memorandum was to leverage the time of the Commissioners and staff more efficiently.  Going forward, all committee meetings or other related events will be requested and scheduled through the JHRC staff.

1. Committee Contacts & Guidelines
Ms. Hill asked the Commissioners to review the handout provided on the current JHRC Committees.  The staff persons assigned to each committee was included.  Joan Dolbear, Executive Secretary, will be attending all the meetings, transcribing the minutes and be the contact person to coordinate the scheduling of the meetings.  Joan will continue to be the liaison for the Commissioners with regard to obtaining and renewing parking permits, etc.  A listing of staff telephone numbers will be provided to the Commissioners.  

Commissioner Isabelle Lopez suggested that all committees have an assigned vice-chair, not just the Communications Committee. 

Commissioner Michael Wachholz would like to schedule a meeting with all committee chairs to discuss best practices, what is and not working, and moving toward actionable strategies within each committee.


Ms. Hill discussed the “Guidelines:  Commission and Committee Meetings, as of June 14, 2011.”  Items discussed were:


· Notice of a meetings are required to be posted three days in advance.
· Emergency or special meetings should have at least 24 hours advanced notice to the public.

· All meetings are opened to the public and must be held in a public location, which is accessible by the public.

· Nine (9) members shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of Commission business.  In the presence of a quorum, Commission, committee or subcommittee, business shall be conducted by majority vote.
· A majority of the members of a committee constitute a quorum for the conduct of the business assigned.



· A quorum must be physically present in order to permit an absent member to participate by telephone conference.  Such absence is due to extraordinary circumstances which can be defined by the Commission or committee.

The Special Legislative Committee (Ad Hoc) will address what is considered an “extraordinary circumstances” for an absence, which would permit the use of a telephone conference or other interactive technology.
VIII. Committee Reports

A.  Community Relations
Commissioner Dennis Wade stated the committee was moving forward with the WJCT/JHRC Civil Discourse project.  Nina Waters, Jacksonville Community Foundation, is interested in participating. 

The U.S. Attorney General’s Office, in conjunction with the Community Relations Service, would like the JHRC to coordinate the training for first responders on Arab, Sikh and Muslimnations.   This training would be for local law enforcement representatives and representatives from the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE), etc.   There is a tentative date scheduled for July 15, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.


The committee would like to know the results of the FBI investigation, which was conducted back in 2005 with regard to there being numerous deaths while in police custody.  Commissioner Dennis Wade stated the committee wants to send a letter to Sheriff Rutherford asking for a copy of the FBI investigation (conducted in 2005). After discussion among the Commissioners, Commissioner Wachholz recommended not to send a letter but to invite him to a committee meeting where it could be discussed.  Commissioner Wade will discuss this topic at the next committee meeting.

1. Set next meeting
Due to the upcoming Fourth of July holiday,  the committee will meet on June 29, 2011 at 1:00 p.m.

B. Communications
Commissioner Michele L. A. Rollins stated the committee is ready to start discussions with City Council members regarding the work of the JHRC.

1. Change in time from 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
The committee has agreed to change its starting time from 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. on the first Thursday of the month.

C. Employment – No report


D. Housing and Public Accommodations
Commissioner Dan O’Connor stated, Larry Murr, owner of Lawrence Murr Remodeling and certified Aging-In-Place Specialist, attended the committee meeting.  Mr. Murr is also a member of the Northeast Florida Directors’ Training Builders Association.   Mr. Murr stated builders are more aware of the principle of aging-in-place and becoming certified as aging-in-place specialists.    The committee also discussed possible stakeholders and organizations who would promote the aging-in-place universal design for new construction, i.e. AARP, Northeast Florida Builders Association.

IX. Executive Director & Staff Report
Charlene Taylor Hill reported she attended the EEOC/FEPA conference.  There is a new district director, Malcom Medley.  Proposed strategies concerning changes in employment trends and laws were discussed.

X. Chair’s Report/Comments
No report.

XI    Announcements
            July 5, 2011 @ 11:00 a.m.
Employment Committee
            July 7, 2011 @ 2:00 p.m.
Housing and Public Accommodations Committee
            July 7, 2011 @ 3:30 p.m.
Communications Committee
            July 12, 2011 @ 11:15 a.m.
Executive Committee

            June 12, 2011 @ Noon
Commission Meeting

XII.   Adjournment
         The meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
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	JHRC SPONSORED-EVENTS 

	Date/Time
	Event/Location
	Contact

	Thursday, July 14, 2011

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.


	Making the Case: 

A Dialogue for Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in the Workplace

University of North Florida

University Center 

12000 Alumni Drive

Jacksonville, FL 32224-2678
	Lisa Stafslien

630-8073

	cOMMUNITY events

	Date/Time
	Event/Location
	Contact

	June 23, 2011

7:00 p.m.
	NAACP 46TH Annual Freedom Fund
Prime Osborn Convention Center
Keynote Speaker:  Morris Dees
Founder & Chief Trial Lawyer
Southern Poverty Law Center
	Joan Dolbear

630-3609


117 W. Duval Street, Suite 350 (   Jacksonville, FL 32202   (   Phone: 904.630.4911   (  Fax: 904.630.4918 
TTY: 904.630.4125   (   www.coj.net  (search: JHRC)

