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JACKSONVILLE

HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION





JHRC COMMISSION MEETING

Tuesday, May 10, 2011
12:00 p.m.
	Commissioners Present:
	Parvez Ahmed, Ph.D.

William “Casey” Bulgin

Cristina “Tina”Comstock 

Susan Harthill, Esq.

Isabelle Lopez, Esq.

Kenneth “Ken” Middleton

Daniel “Dan” O’Connor
	Maria Taylor

Michael Wachholz

Dennis Wade

Cynthia “Cindy” Watson

Dottie Wilson

Alvin G. White, Ph.D.

	Commissioners Absent:
	Leonard del Rosario, M.D.

Dane Grey

Yvonne Mc Clain

Michele L. A. Rollins, Esq.

	Staff Present:
	Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director

Linda Grant-Hunter, Assistant Director

Mike Wedner, Esq., Deputy General Counsel

Joan Dolbear, Executive Secretary


I.   Call to Order
Commissioner Michael Wachholz, Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.

II.   Moment of Silence

III.   Pledge of  Allegiance

IV.   Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Parvez Ahmed and seconded by Commissioner Cindy Watson to approve the April 12, 2011 meeting minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.

V.   Guest Speaker
Wight Greger, Director, Housing and Neighborhoods Department, of the City of Jacksonville reviewed the draft “Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice,” prepared by the Shimberg Center for Housing Studies at the University of Florida.  Ms. Greger indicated there were six identified barriers with action plans and which shape the city’s housing efforts.

Barrier 2 is “Need for additional education and outreach to the public and members of the real estate industry regarding all provisions of Fair Housing Law.” Actions 2A and 2B referred to the Jacksonville Human Rights Commission (“Continue funding for Jacksonville Human Rights Commission at current levels with future adjustments for inflation” and “Continue Fair Housing education programs offered by the Jacksonville Human Rights Commission in cooperation with the City’s Housing and Neighborhoods Department and community partners.”)


Ms. Greger responded to several questions from the Commissioners and there is currently a list of 12,000 names waiting to participate in the public housing program.  It takes approximately four to five years to get into the program.
   
VI.   Old Business
VII.   New Business  
VIII. Committee Reports
A. Community Relations Committee
Commissioner Dennis Wade, Committee Chair, stated he met with Sheriff Rutherford and he agreed to assist with the funding of the Civility/Religious Tolerance project.  He also asked Sheriff Rutherford if he would ask Nelson Cuba, Union President, to assist with the funding.  Sheriff Rutherford stated he would.  Sheriff Rutherford agreed to fund $10,000 and possibly up to $15,000.

B. Communications Committee
Commissioner Lopez, Committee member, reported the committee’s next phase is to  focus on meeting with newly elected council members to review what the JHRC has been working on and its role and responsibilities.

C. Employment Committee
Cindy Watson, Committee Chair, stated the committee has been following up on the “Barriers to Employment”  study and has identified agencies/organization stakeholders and also developing recommendations for moving forward.

D. Housing and Public Accommodations
Commissioner Dan O’Connor, Committee Chair, stated there was not a quorum at the meeting.  There was discussion regarding visitability as implemented in St. Petersburg.  He stated a guest speaker on the topic of “aging in place” will be invited for the next meeting.

IX.   Executive Director & Staff Report
Charlene Taylor Hill, Executive Director, thanked all the Commissioners who were able to attend the Fair Housing Symposium.  There were positive comments from the workshop attendees.  Two recipients were awarded furniture donated by K B Homes.
Dr. Johnny Gaffney, City Council Member, was given the Best Communications Award.

Ms. Hill stated she spoke at the Jacksonville Chapter of SHRM. The topics were on the Race Relations Progress Report, strategies on increasing workplace diversity and eliminating workplace disparity.

X.   Chair’s Report/Comments
Commissioner Michael Wachholz, Chair, thanked the staff for coordinating a very informative Fair Housing Symposium.  He also stated that it is important for the Commission to speak as one voice in the community.  If you have any questions, contact Charlene Taylor Hill.

XI.   Announcements
June 2, 2011 @ 2:00 p.m.
 Housing and Public Accommodations Committee
June TBD.
Communications Committee
June 6, 2011 @ 10:30 p.m.
Community Relations Committee
June 7, 2011 @ 11:00 a.m.
Employment Committee

        June 14, 2011 @ 11:15 a.m.
Executive Committee
        June 14, 2011 @ Noon
Commission Meeting

XII.   Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.



	JHRC SPONSORED-EVENTS 

	Date/Time
	Event/Location
	Contact

	Thursday, July 14, 2011

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.


	Making the Case: 

A Dialogue for Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in the Workplace

University of North Florida

University Center 

12000 Alumni Drive

Jacksonville, FL 32224-2678
	Lisa Stafslien
630-8073

	cOMMUNITY events

	Date/Time
	Event/Location
	Contact

	May 26, 2011

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
	The 2011 Humanitarian Awards Dinner
Hyatt Regency Riverfront Hotel
225 East Coastline Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32202

	Joan Dolbear

630-3609

Kathy Graham

OneJax

354-1JAX (15290)

	June 23, 2011

7:00 p.m.
	NAACP 46TH Annual Freedom Fund
Prime Osborn Convention Center
Keynote Speaker:  Morris Dees
Founder & Chief Trial Lawyer
Southern Poverty Law Center
	Joan Dolbear

630-3609


117 W. Duval Street, Suite 350 (   Jacksonville, FL 32202   (   Phone: 904.630.4911   (  Fax: 904.630.4918 
TTY: 904.630.4125   (   www.coj.net  (search: JHRC)

